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THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT, 2005
N, 22 OF 2005
(15¢h Sune, 20051

An Act to provide for setting out the practical regime of right to information for citizens to secure
access to information under the control of public autherities, in order to promote transparency
and accountability in the woiking of every public authotity, the constitution of a Central
Informaticn Commission and State [nformation Commissions and for matters connected
therewith or incidental thereto.

WILIREAS the Constitution of India has established demperatic Republic;

AND WHEREAS democracy requires an informed citizenry and transparency of iniormation which are vital to its
functioning and also o contain corruption and 1o hold Governments and their instrumentalities accountable ta the
Boverned,;

AND WHEREAS revelation of information in actual practice is likely to conflict with other public interests including
efficicnt operations of (he Governments, optimum use of limited fiscal rusources and the preservation of

conlidentialiey of sensitjve information:

AND WHEREAS 11 is necessary 10 harptonise these conflicting intervsts whilg preserving the paramountey of the
demoeratic ideal;

MNOW, THEREFURE, it is expedient o pravide for furnishing certain information o citizens who desire to have it,
BE i enacted by Parliament in the Fifty-sixth Year of the Republic of India as follows—
CHAPTER 1
PRELIMINARY
1. Shore title, extent and commencement—(/} This Act may be called the Right w Information Act, 2005,
{2} it extends to the whoie of Tndia exeept the State of Janmu and Kashimgr
{3) The provisions of sub-section (£) of section 4, sub-sections { ) and {2} of section 5, sectiong 12, 13, 15,16, 24,
27 and 28 shall come intn‘ force at once. and the remaining pravisions of this Act shell come o force on the one
hundred and swentieth day of it enactment.

2. Definitions.—~In this Act, unlesa the context otherwise roquires,—

{a) “apprapriate Government™ means in relation o a pyblic authority which s established, comnstituted, ownexd,
contralled or substantially financed by funds provided directly or indirectly—

(i) by the Central Government or the Union territory administration, the Centyal Government;
(if} by the State CGovernment, the State Government;

(5 “Central Information Commission™ means the Central Infarmation Commission constituted under sub-
section (4) ol section 12;

" 12th Ociober, 2005,
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(Chagter I -Prefiminary,)

{c) “Central Public information DiYicer™ means the Central Public Information Officer designated under sub-

section {/) and includes & Central Assistant Public Information Officer des; gnated us such under sub-section () of
zection §; : '

(&) “Chicf Information Commissioner™ and “Information Commissionet” mean the Chief Informasion

Commissiener and lnlbrmation Commissioner appointed under sub-section (3 of section 12;
{r] “compelenl anthorty™ means—
if} the Spuaker in the case of the House of the People or the Legislative Assembly of a State or a Union
territory having such Assembly and the Chairman in the cose of the Council of States or Legislative Council of
a State; '
{1f) the Chief Justice of India in the case of the Supreme Courl;
{7if) the Chief Justice of the Fligh Court in the case of 2 High Court;

(i) the. President or the Ginvernor, as the case may be, in the case of other authorities established o
congtituted by or under the Constitution:

(v} the adminisirator sppointad poder article 234 of the Constitulion;

(A “information™ means any matcrial in any form, including records. documents, memos, e-mails, apinions,
advices, press releascs, clrculars, orders, logbxroks, contracts, reports, poapers, samples, modefs, dags material held
in any electronic fort and information relating to any private bady which can he acvessed by a public authority
under any ether law for the tithe being in forc;

{£) “prescribed™ means prescribed by rulcs made under this Act by the appropriate Government or the
compeient authority, a5 the case may be;

40 ~public authority™ means any authority or body or instiwion of selfegovernment éstablished or
constituted-

fa) by or under the Constitution:

(B} by any other law made by Parliament:

{¢) by any other law made by State Legivlature;

{) by notification issued or ordsc made by the appropriate Government, and inclodes any—
{f} body owned, controlicd or substantially financed; |

{i#} non-Government organisation substantially financed, directlv or indirectly by funds provided by the
appropriale Government;

(£} "record” includes—
{2} any document, manuscript and file;
(&) any micrafilm, microfiche and facsimile copy of a docotment;
(€} any reproduction of image or images embodied in such microfilm (whether enlarged or aot): and

(cf) any other material produced by a computer or any other device;

!
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(Chapeer | —Preﬁm:‘mzr;.p. Chapiter 7. Right 1o infarmation and ohiigations af pebitc authorities,)

&} right 1o information® |ﬂean3 the right to information accessible uncder thiz Aot which is held by or under
the control of any public authortly and includes the right to- .

{7} inspection of work, dacumm records; .
(i taking notes, cxtracts or cortifjed copies of documents or records;
Y eaking cortified samples of material:

(i) abtaining information in the farm of diskettes, Roppics, tapes. video cassettes or in any uthey slecymnic
meade ar through printouts where auch information s stored in a SUINPULET OF in any other deviee;

(K] “State lnfbrmation Commission™ means the Stata Informalion Cnmm[ssim constiluted under sub-setion
53 of seotion 15;

{f) “State Chief Information Commissioner™ und “State Information Commisgioner™ mean the State Chicf
Information Commissioner and the Sate latormation Commissioner appointed undd sub-section 3} ol section
15:

(m) “State Public Information ©Offjcer means the State Public Information Offiper designated ungder sub-
section (4} ond includes o State Assistant Public Information Otfcer destgnated as such under sub-sectinn (27 of

segtion 3

{r) “third party™ means a persomn other than the cifyen making a request for information and includes a pubkic
duthority. .

CHAPMTER I
BICTT 1o INFORMATION AN OBLIGATIONS (1F PLYELIC AL THORITIRS
3. Right {0 intormation. Subject 1o the provisions of this Axl, all citizens shall have the right to information,
4. Obligations of public autherities.—{ 73 Fvery public amhority shall—

{a) maintain all its records duly catalogued and indexed ina mannet and the form which facilimtes the right to
information under this Act and ensure that all records that are sppropriate to be computerised are, within a
reasonable time and subject 1o avaiiabilily of resources, computerised and connected through a network afl gver
the country on different s¥stems =0 that pecess to such records is facilitated:

A&} publish within one hundyred and twenty days from the ensctment of this A~

(41 the particulars of ity organization, functions and duties;

{463 the powers aod duties of'ils officers and employess;

(i} the procedure [ollowed in the decision making process, inctuding channels of supervision and
seeountability,

{#v] the norms set by it for the discharge of its fiunctions;

t¥) ke rules, regulations, instreclions, mamegls ang records, held by it or under i eontrol o used by its
employees for discharging its Tunctions;

[0 & statement of the categories of documents that are held by it or under its coanthl;

(¥idh the particulars of any arrangement that exists for consullation with, or representation by, the memibers
uof the public in retation to the frrmudation of its policy or imptementation thercof:
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(Chaper £ -Right 1o information and obligations of public authorities }

{wiif) a statement of the boards, councils. committees and other bodies cansisting of two ar maore persons
constituted as its part or for the purpose of its advice, and as to whether meetings of those boards; councils,
committees and other bodies are open 1o the public, or the minutes of such mectings are arcessible for publics

(ix) a directoty ofils officors and employess;

(x) the monthly remuncration received by each of its offivers and employees, including the system of
compensation as provided in its regulations;

{z{} the budget allocated to each of its agency, indicating the pamculars of all plans, propoesed expenditures
and reports on dlsbursements made:

{=if} the manner of execution of subsidy programimes, including e amounts allocated and the details of
beneficiaries ol such proprammes; '

(x#4i} particulars of recipients of concessions, permits or authorisations granted by it;
fxiv) details in tespecl of the information, available w or held by it, reduced in 2p electronic form;

" {av} the particulars of facilities available w citizens for obtaining informetion, ml:iudang the working hours
ol a library or reading room. if maintained for public use; '

{x1) the names, designations and other particulars of the Public Inloroation Qfficers:
(xvif) such ather information a5 may be prescribed;
and thereafter update these publications every year;

ic) puhllsh all retevant facts whlle formulating important policies or announcing the decisions which affect
ubhc

{d) provide reasons for its admindstrative or quasi-judicial decisions o affected persons.

{2} }t shall be a constant endeavour of every public awthorily W take steps in accordance with the requirements of
clause () of sub-section {/) to provide a5 much information swe medr 1o the public at regular intervals through
various meens of communications, 1m1udmg intermet, so that the public have minimum resod to the use of this Act 1o
abtain information.

(3} For the puposes of sub-section (£}, every information shall be disseminated widely and in such form and
manner which is casily sccessible to the public,

(41 All materials shall be disscminated taking into eonsideration the cost effectiveness, 1ocal language and the
tnast effective methed-of communication in that Iocal area and the information should be easily nccessible. 1o the
extent possible in electronic furmat with the Central Public Information Oflicer or State Public Information Officer.
85 the case may be, avuilably free or at such cost of the medium o the print cost price as may be prescribed.

Explanadion.—For the purposes of sub-sections {3} and (4}, “disseminaled” meany muaking koown or
comununicated the information to the public through notice boards, newspapers, puhlic annuuncements, media
broadeasts. the internet or any other means, inchuding inspection of offices of any public authority.

5. Desipnation of Public Information Officers. ) Every public authority shall, within one hundred days of the
enactment of this Act designate a5 meny officers as the Ceniral Public fnfermation Ollicers or St Public
Intarmation Oflicers, as the case may be, in all administrative units or offices under it a5 may be nevessary o provide
information to persons requesting for the information under this Act.

PED
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(Chapter {f —Right 1o information and obligations of public iuthorities.)

{2) Without prejudice o Lhe provisions of sub-section (). every public suthority shali designate an officer, within
one hundred davs of the epactment of this Act, ub each sub-divisional level or other sub-district level as a Central
Asststant Public lnliarmation Officer or a4 State Agsistant Pubiic Information Officer, as the cage may be, bo receive
the applications for intormation or appeals under this Act for forwarding the same forthwith to the Central Public
Information Officer or the State Public Information Officer or senior offf cer specified under sub-section (1) of section
19 or the Central Information Comenission or the State Infarmation Commission, as the casc may be;

Provided that where an application for information or appeal is piven 1o 4 Central Assistant Public [nformation
Offtcer or a State Assistant Public Information Officer, as the cose may be, a petod of Live days shall be added in
computing the period for respense specified under subesection {1} of gection 7,

¥} Evury Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, os the case may be, shall dea!
with reyuests from persons seeking information and render reasonable assislance to the persons seeking such
infarmation.

{4} The Central Public Information Officer or State Public Intormation Cficer, as the case may be, may seek the
assistance ol any other ufficer as he or she considers it necessacy [or the proper discharge of his or her duties.

{3} Any officer, whose assistance has been sought under sub-section (<), shall render all assistance to the Central
Public Information Officer or State Public Information Cificer, g5 the case may be, secking his or her nssistance and
for the purposes of any sontravention of the provisions of this Act, such ciber officer shal| be weated as Cenrral
Public Information Officer or $taw: Pablic Informetion CHticer, as the case may be.

4. Request fur abraining information 7} & person, who desires to obtain any information under this Acl, shall
make a request in writing or through electronic means in English or Hindi or in the official language of the area in
which the application is being made, accompanying such fee a3 may be preseribed, to- '

(¢) the Central Publie Information Officer or State Public lnformation (fticer, as the case may be, of the
concerned public authority;

(&) the Central Assistant Public Information Gificer or State Assistant Public Information Officer, as the case
may be,

speciiying the particulars of the information suught by hirm or her:
Provided that where such request cannet be made in writing, the Central Public Information Officer or Staie
Public Information Officer, as the case may be, shull render ull reasonable assistance to the person making the request

arally 1o reduce the same in writing,

(2} An applicant making request for information shall nol be required to give any resson for requesting the
informativn ar any other personal details except those that may be necessary for contacting him,

{3} Where an application is mad 1o a public authorily requesting for an information.—
{7y which is beld by another public authority; or
{46} the suhjert matter of which is morc closely vonnected wilh the functions of arother public autherity,

the public authority, to which such application s made. shall transfer the application or such part of i\ 35 may be
appropriate o that other public authority and inform the applicant imanediately about such transtor:

Provided that the wansfer of an spplication pursuant t this sub-section shalf be made s soon o3 practicable but in
no case later than five duys fiom the date of receipt ol the application,




figdit 20 nformation Act, 2005 |
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7. Bispussl of request.—{ 7} Suhject (o the proviso to sub-section {2} of section 5 or the proviso to sub-section {3
of section 6, the Central Public Infortmation Gilicer or State Fublic Information Officer, as the case may be, an receipt
ol'a request under section 6 shall, s expeditiously as possible. and in any case within thirky days of the receipt of the
tequest. either provide the mformation an payment of such fise us may be prescribed or rgject the requust for any of
the reasons specilicd in sections & and 9-

Provided that where the infonnation saught for concems the {ife or liberty of a person. the sume shall be provvided
within forty-eight hours of the receipt of the redquest,

{2) If the Central Public Infurmation Gfficer or State Public lnformation Officer, ax the case may be, fails to give
decision on the request for information within the perind specified under sub-section (1), the Ceniral Public
Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the cuse may be, shall be deemed to have refused the
FRQUCSL.

(3} Where a decision = taken to provide the information an payment of any further fuc represcating the cust of
providing the inlovmetion, the Central Pyblic Information Officer ar State Public Infarmation Officer, as the case may
be. shall send an intimation to the person making the requsest, giving—

{#) the datails of further fees representing the cost of providing the infurmation as determined by hirm, together
with the calculations made to amive at the amount in gecordznce with fee prescribed under sub-scction (fh
requesling him tw deposit that fees, and the period intervening between ihe despaich of the said intimation and
ravment of fes shall be excluded for the purpose of caleulating the period of thirty days referred w in that sub-
section; .

{#) information congeraing his or her right with respect to review the devision 45 1w the amuunt of fees charged
or the fotm of access provided, including the particulars of the appeilate authority, time limit, process and any
othet firms.

{4} Where access to the recond or a part'lhereof is required do be provided under this Act and the person b whom
access is to be provided is sensorily disabled, the Central Public Tnformation Ofilicer or State Public Information
Oficer, as the case may be, shall provide awsistance to enable access to the information, including providing such
assistanes as may be appropriate for the inspeciion.

(5} Where access w iofarmation is to be provided in the printed ar in any electronic format, the applicant shall,
subjeet to the provisions of sub-section (6), pay such fee as may be preseribed:

Provided that the fee prescribed onder sub-section {1 of section & and sub-sechons {41 and (F) of section 7 shall
be reusonable and no such fee shall be charged from the persons who are of below prvorty line ax may be determined
by the approptate Govemment. :

{6} Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section {3, the person making request for the informalion shall be
provided the information free af charge whers 2 Mublic authotily fails o comply with the time Hmis spueified in sub-
section {1,

{7} Before taking any decision under sub-section £, the Central Public Information Officer or State Public
Infbrmation Officer, ux the case muy be. shall take inle consideration the representation made by a third party under

section 11,

(&) Where a request has been refected under sub-section {#), the Central Public Information Officer or State Public
Information Officer, as the case may be, shall communicate to the person making the request—

{4} the reasons five such rejection;
{if the period within which an appeal against such rejection may be preferred: and
LiFY the purticolars of the appellate authority.

4
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(Chapter [ —Right to information and obligations of pubdic autiorities)

(%) An information shall ordinarily be provided in the form ih which it is sought unless it would
disproporiionately divert the resources of the public authotity ur would be detrimental to the safely or preservation of
the record in question.

8. Exemptivn from disclosure of information.—{ 1) Notwithstanding anything conlained in thix Act, there shall
be na obligation to give any citizen—

(@) information, disclosure of which would prejudicially ailet the soversignty and integrity of India, the
seCurity, stralegic, scientific or economic interests of the State, relation with foreign State or lead to incitement of
an offence;

(&) inthrmation which has been expressly forbidden to be published by any court of law or tribunal or the
disclosure of which may constitute contempt of court;

f¢] information, the disclosure of which would cauze a bresch of privilege of Parliament or the State
Legislalurc; '

() infvrmation including cotmmercial contfidence, wrade secreta or intellectuz] praperty, the disclosure of
which would harm the competitive position ol a third party, unless the campetent authority is satisfied that targer
public interest watrants the disctosure of such information;

{e} information available ta o person in his Hduciary relationship, untess the competent authority is salisHad
that the larger public interest warrants the disclosure of such information;

{} information received in confidence from foreign Government:

{g) information, the disclosure of which would endanger the life or physical safely of any person or jdentily
the source of inlvrmation or assistanee given in conlidence for law enforcement or SECUrity purposcs;

{A) information which would impede the process of investigation or apprehension or prosccution ol offenders;
{7} cabinet papers including recoeds of deliberations of the Council ul‘]’v‘[inisl_;ers. Secretarfes and other o fticers:

Provided that the decisions of Council of Miristers, the reasons thereot, and the matcrial on the basis of which
the decisions wire taken shall be made public alicr the decision has been taken, and the matter is complele, or
Dver

Provided further that those matters which come under the excmptions specified in this section shall not be
disclozed;

{f) information which relates 1o personal information the disclosure of which has no relationship do any public
activity of interest, or which would cause urwarranted invasion of the privacy of the individual untesa the Central
Public information Officer or the State Public Information Officer or the appellate authority, as the case may be,
is satisfied that the larger public intcrest justiffes the disclosure of such information: '

Proveided that the information which cannot be denied to the Parliament ot a State Legislature shall not be denied
[ 20y person.

{23 Notwithstanding anything in the Oficial Secrcts Act, 1923 (19 of [923) nor any of the EARmpticns permissible
m accondanes with sub-section (41, 2 public autherity may allow access w information, if publiv interest in disclosure
outweighs the harm to the proteeted inercsts.

{31 Subjevt to the provisions of clauses (a), (el and {f} of sub-section (1), any intbrmation reluling to any
ACCurrence, evenl or mater which bas taken place, oceurred or happencd twenty years before the date ob which any
request is made under section & shall be provided 1o any person making a requesi under that section:
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Provided that where any question arises as to the date from which the said period of twenty years has to be
camputed, the decision of the Centra] Government shall be final, subject t the usual appeals provided for fn this Act,

. Grounds for rejection tn zccess in certain cases —Without prejudice to the provisions of scotion 8, a Cenma)
Public Information Officer or 3 State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, may reject a request for
information where such a request for providing access would invalve an infringement of copyright subsisting in a
persan uther than the State.

L, Severability.—{/} Where 3 request fir access o information is rejected on the ground that it is in relation o
infsrmation which is exempt from diselosure, then, notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, access rmay be
provided to that part of the recard which does not contain any information which is exempt {rom disclosure under this
Act and whick can reazonably be severed from any part that contains exempt jnformation.

{2) Where aecess is granted to g part of the record under sub-section {1}, the Central Public information Officer or
State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, shali Eive 2 natice 1 the applicant, informing—

() that only part of the record requesied, after severance of the record conlaining information which jx exempt
from disclosure, [s heing provided;

(4] the reasons far the deciston, including eny findings on any material quustion of fact, referring 1o the
maierial on which those findings were basad; '

t<) the name and designation of the person giving the devisian;

() the details of ke fees calculaled by him or her and the amount of fe which the applicant is required 1o
deposit; and

(#) his or ber rights wilh respect 1o review of the decision regarding non-disc|osure ol part of the information.
the amount of fee charged or the form of aeeeds provided. including the particulars of the seniar officer specificd
under sub-seelion { £} of section 19 or the Central [nformation Commission or the State Information Comemission.
85 the vase may be, time limit, process and any other Jorm of access,

11, Third party information —{/} Where a Central Public Information Officer or 3 Stage Public Informetion
(Mlicer, as the case may he, intends 1o disclnse any nformation or record, or part thereof of 4 request inade unider this
Act, which relates to or has been supplied by a third party and has been lreated as confidential by (hat third party, the
Central Public Information Officer or Stite Public Information Ufficer, as the case may be, shall, within five days
from the receipl of the Tequest. give a written ootice W such thing Party uf the request and of the fact that the Central
Public Inlurmation Oflicer or Stape Pubiie Information Officer, as the case may be, intends oo disclose the information
o record, ot part thereof, and invite the third party t0 make o subigission in writing or oraily, reganding whether the
information should be disclosed, and such subtmission of the third party shall be kept in view while taking a decision
aboul disclosure of informatjon:

Frevided that except in the case of trade or commerciul saciets protocted by law, disclosure may be allowed if the
public interest in disclosure autwaighs in importance any pussible harm or fnfury 10 the interests of such third party.

{21 Where a notice is semved br the Central Public Inforrmation CHficer or Stale Public [nibrmation Oificer, ps the
case may be, under sub-section (/) w 3 third party in respect of any intormation ar teeord or part thereof, the third
Parky shali, within ten days from the date of receipt of such notice, be given the opportunity to mike representation
against the proposed diselosure,

{3) Notwithstanding anyihing contained in section 7, the Central Public Information Officer or State Public
Infarmation Officer, as the vase treay be, shall, within forgy days after recefpt of the request uhder section &, if the
third party has been given an OpPOTtUAity 10 moke representation wader sub-section (2}, make a decision as ko whether
o hot te divclose the nlormalion or record or part thereof and give in writing the notice af his decision w the third
[arty.

{#} A notice given under sub-section {3) shail include a statement that the (hird Parly to whom the notice is given
1s enfitled to prefer an appeal under section 19 against the decision,
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(T haprer I The Central Infarmation {ummmission. }
CHAPTERTII
THE CENTRAL THRORMATION t’_‘nM.ﬁlssrnN

1L Constitution of Central Information Commission.—{ /) The Central Government shall, by notification in (he
Oflicial Gazerte, constilule g budy 10 be knvwn as the Central Information Commission to excreise 1he DR CER -
conferred un, and to perlorm the functions assigned to, it uncler this Act

{2} The Central Tnformation Commnssion shall consist ni—

(@) the Chief [nformation Commissioner: apgd

{#) such number of Centrul Information Conunissioners. nor exceeding ten, a5 miay be desmed NECE5ATY.

(3} The Chict Information Commissioger and [nforrmation Cememissioners shall ha appaimled by the Fresident on
the recomnendation of 2 commite consisting ol-

{¢} the Prime Minister, wha shall he the Chairperson of the cUmmitles;
Uitk the Leader ol Opposition in the Lok Sabhy; and
(1) a Vnion Cabinet Minister to be nominated by the Prime Miniater,

faplanarion. Vor the purposes of removal of doubis, it is herehy declured thal where the Leader ol Opposition in
lhe 1Touse of the People has not been recounised us such, the Lender of the single largesd group in oppusition of the
Gervernment in the House of the People shall be decmed to be the Leader of Opposition.

{4) The peneral superintandence, dicection and Mmanagement of tke affairs of the Central Tnfowmaon Lommission
shall vest in the Chief Informaljon Commissioner who shall be assisted by the Information Commissioners and ey
ewercise all such powers and do all such acts and thirngs which may be exercised or done by the Central Informagtion
Commission auonomously without being subjected 1o directions hy any other authority under this Act

(¥} The Chicf Infurmation Commissioner and [nformation Comemissioners shall be persons ul entinence in public
life wilh wide knowledge and expericnee in law, science and twehnology, soeial service, management, journalism,
mass media or sdmindstration and governance.

) The Chiel Information Commissianer or an lnformation Commissioner shall not be o Member of Parliament
o Membier of the Legisluture o1 any State or Lnion territory, as the case may e, or hold any other office of profit o '
connected with any political party or carrying on any busipess or pursuing any profession,

(7} The headguarters of the Cengral Information Commission shall be ot Deihi and the Central lofarmation
Commission may, with the previous approval of the Centeal Governmen, estahlish oftices at other places in India,

13. Term of oftice and conditions of service —{ /) The Chict Informartion Cammissioner shall hold olltce for 4
term of [ive veurs from the date on which he cnters apan bizs odfice and shall not be eligible for reappoi it el

Provided Lhat no Chisl Informtion Commissioner shall hold atfice as such afier he has attained the age of sixky-
Live veurs. :

{2) Every Information Commissioner shall hald oltice Jur 4 term of tive years fram the date on which he vnters
upan his eflice or 1] he attaing the age of sixty-live vears, whichever is earlicr, and shall not he cligithe for
reappointment as such information Commissioner

Provided that every [nformation Commissionar shall. on vacaling his office under this sub-section be elipible for
appeintment as the Chiel Infarmation Commissiongr in che manner specilied in sub-section (3] of secijon 12




10
Right to Informarfon Lci, 2005

(Chapter 1 -The Central Information Commission )

Provided fusther that where the Information Commissioner 13 eppointed as the Chief Information Commissioner,
his termt of office shall not be mare than five years it aggregate as the Information Commissioner and the Chief
information Commissioner,

(#) The Chief Infortnation Commissioner or an Infonmation Commissioner shall befare he enteérs upon his office
make and subscribe before the President or some other petson appointed by him in thet behalf, an oeth or affrmation
according (o the form sct out for the purpose in the First Scheduje

(41 The Chief [nformation Commissioner or an Tnformation Commissioner may, at any time, by writing under his
hand addressed to the President, resign trom his office:

Provided that the Chiel Information Commissioner or an Information Commissioner may be removed in the
mannet specified under section 14,

{5} The salaries and allowances payable to and other termis and conditions of service of—
(2) the Chief Information Commissioner shall be the same a3 that of the Chief Election Commissioner;
{#) an Infermation Commisstoner shall be the same as that of an Elsction Commisslonar:

Provided that i{ the Chief Information Commissioner or an Information Commissioner, at the time of his
appaintment is, in receipt of a pensian, other than a disability or wound pension, in respect of any previcus service
-under the Government of India or under the Government of a State, his salary in respect of the service as the Chief
nformation Commissioner or an Information Commissionsr ghall be reduced by the amount of that pension including
any portion of pension which was commuted ang pension equivalent of other forms of retirement bencfits excluding
pension equivelent of retirement gratuity:

Provided further that if the Chief Information Commissioner ot an Information Commissioner if, et the ime of his
appointment is, [n receipt of retirement benefits in tespect of any previous service rendered in a Corporation
established by or under any Central Act or State Act or & Govemment company owned or controlled by the Central
Government or the State Government, his salary in respect of the service as the Chief Information Commnissioner or
an Information Commissioner shall be reduced by the amount of pension squivalent to the retiroment bencfits:

Provided also thot the salarivs, allowances and other conditions of service of the Chief Infarmation Commissiongr
and the Information Commissioners shall not be varied to their disadvantage after their appointment.

(f) The Central Government shall provide the Chief Information Commissioner and the Information
Commissioners with such officers and employees 85 may be necessary for the efficient performance of their functions
under this Act, and the saluries and silowances payable t2 and the terms and conditions of service of the officers and
- uther employees appointed for the purpase of this Aet shall be such 85 may be prescribed,

14. Removal of Chief Information Commissioner or laformation Commissiener—(J) Subjeet to the
provistons ol suh-section (34, the Chicl Information Commissioner or any Infamation Commissicner shall be
reiaved from his officc only by order of the @resident on the ground of proved misbehaviour ar incapacity after the
Supreme Court, on a reference made to it by the President, bas, on inquiry, reported thet the Chief latormation
Commissioner or any Infarmetivn Commissioner. as the case may be, cught on such pround be removed,

(21 The President may suspend from office, and if deem necessary prohibit glso from attending the office during
inguiry, the Chiel information Commissioner or Information Commissicner in respect of whom a reference has been
made to the Supreme Court under sub-section (4} until the Presiden has passed orders on receipt of the report of the
Suprcme Court on such reference.

(7} Notwithstanding anything contained in suh-section (£}, the President may by order remove from office the
Chief Intormation "Commissionér or any [nloemation Commissioner if the Chiel Information Commissioner ur a
Informalion Commissioner, as the case nay be— '

{2} iz adjudged an insolvent; or
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{7 has been convicted of an offence which, in the apinion of the President, involves moral turpitude; or
{eyengages during his term of office in any paid employment outside the duties ol his office; or
{d) is, in the opinicn of the President, unfit to continwe i affice by reasen of infirmity of mind or bady; or

(e} has acquired such financial or other interest as is lixely to affect prejudicially his functions as the Chiel
Information Commissioner or a Inforration Cormmissioner,

{4} if the Chief Information Commissioner or a [nformation Commissioner in any way, concerned or interested in
Any contract or gzreement made by or on behalf of the Govemnment of India or participates in any way in the profit
thereof or in any benefit or emolument arising therefrom otherwise than &s g member and in common with the other
members of an fncorporated company, he shall, for the purposes of sub-section (f), be deemed o be guilty of
misbehayivur. '

CHAPTER IV
THF. STATE [NFORMA TION COMMSSION
15, Constitatlon of State Information Commission— /) Every State Government shail, by netification in the
Official Gazette, constitule a body to be knowr as the ..., iname of the Stale) Information Commission 1o exercise
the powers conferred on. and to perform the functions agsigned ig, it under this Act.
(2} The State Information Commissiun shall consist of
() the State Chief Information Commissioner, and

(5% such number of State Information Commissioners, not exceeding ten, as may be deemed fecezsary,

{3) The State Chief information Commissioner and the State Information Commissioners shal! be appointed by
the Guvernor o1 the recommendation of 2 committes consisting of-

(#] the Chief Minister, who shal! be (he Chaitpersan of the committee;
{it} the Leader of Opposition in the Legislative Aszembly; and
{47 & Cabinet Minister to be nominated by the Chiet Minister,

- Explanation.—For the purposes of removal of doubts, it i hereby declared that where the Leader of Opposition in
the Legislative Assembly hag ot been recagnised as such, the Leader of (he single largest group in opposition of the
Governenent in the Legislative Aszembly shall be decmed to be the Leader of Opposition.

{4} The general superintendence, direction and runagement of the affairs of the Soate Information Commission
shall vest in the Stawe Chief Information Conmissioner wha shall be assisted by the State Information Cotmmissioners
and may exercise all such powers and do all such acts and things which may be excrcised or done by the State
Information Commission autonamously without being subjected to directions by any other authority under this Act,

{3} The Stgte Chief Information Commissioner and the State Intformation Commissioncrs shall be persans of
eminence in public life with wids knowledge and experience in law, science and technology. sovial servige,
management. foutnalisat, mass media or administraton apd ZoVEMmaRCe,

{8} The State Chict Informution Cominissioner or a State [nformation Commissioner shall not be a Member of
Parliament ur Member of the Legislature ol any State or Union territary, as the case inay be, or hold any other office
of protit or connected with any political parly or carrying on any business or pursuing any profession..
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{7y The headquarters of the State Information Commission shall be at such place in the State as the Slate
Government may. by notification in the Official Ciazetle, specily and the State Informalion Commission may, with
the previous approval uf the State Government, establish offices at other places in the $1arc,

16, Term of vffice and conditions of servlce~ /) The State Chief Information Commissioner shall Bold offioe
[ur a term of five years from the date on which he cniters upon his olfice and shall not be eligible for reappointmenc:

Provided that no State Chief information Cranmissioner shall hold office as such after he has attained the age of
sixty-five years,

(4} Bvery State Information Commissioner shall hold office for 4 term of five years from the datc on which he
enlers upon his office or till he auains the age of sixty-five years, whichever is eatlicr, and shail not be eligible for
reappointment as such State Information Commissioner:

Provided that every State Infarmation Commiszioner shall, on vacating hiz office under this sub-section, be
eligible for appainiment as the State Chief Information Commissioner in the manner specified in sub-section (3) of
section 13;

Provided further that where the State Information Commissioner appointed as the State Chief Information
Commissioner, his term of office shall nol be morc than five years in aggregate as the State [nicrmation
Comissioner and the State Chief Information Commissioner,

{3} The State Chief information Commissioner or 2 State Juformation Commissioner, shall before he £nters upon
his office make and subseribe before the Gavernar ar some oiher persot appointed by him in that behalf, an oath or
affirmation according to the form set out for the purpose in the First Schedule,

{4} The State Chiel Information Commissioner or & State Information Commissioner may, at any time, by writing
under his hand addressed to the Govetnwr, resign from his office;

Provided that the Stalc Chief Information Commissioner or a State Information Commissioner may be removed in
the matiner specified under section 17,

[5) The salaties and allowances Payable to and other terms and conditions of serviee of-
{«t) the State Chief Information Commissioner shajl be the same as that of an Election Commissioner:

{8) the State [nformation Commissioner shall be the same as that of the Chicf Secretary w the State
Government:

Frovided that if the State Chief Information Commissioner or a State Information Commizsioner, at the time of
his appointment is, in reccipt of a pension, other than a disability or wound pension, in respect af eny previous service
under the Giovernment of India or under the Governmetil of a State, his salary in respect of the service as the Sipge
Chief Information Commissioncr or a State Informatien Commissioner shall be reduced by the amount of that
pension including any porttion of pension which was commuied and pension equivalent of other forms of retirement
benefits excluding pension equivalent of retirement gratuity:

Provided firther that where the State Chief Information Commissioner or a State [nformation Cominissioner if, at
the time of his appointment is, in receipt of retirement benefits in respect of any previous service rendered in a
Corporation established by or under any Central Act or Stage Act or & Governtment companry owned or conirolled by
the Central Government or the Stale Government, his salary In respect of the scrvice as the Statc Chief Information
Commmissioner or the State Informeation Commissioner shail be reduced by the amount of pension equivalent o the
retirensent henefits:

Provided also that the salaries, allowances and other condilions of setvice ol the State Chief information
Commissioner and the State Information Commissioners shali pot he vared to their disadvantage after their
appintmenl.
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{¢) The State Government shall provide the State Chief Information Commissioner and the State Information
Commissioners with such officers and employves as may be necessary for the efficient performance of their functions
under this Act, and the salaries and allowances rayable [0 and the terms and conditions of service of the officers znd
ather emplovess appointed for the purpose of this Act shall be such as may be prescribed.

17. Removal of State Chief Information Comntissioner or State Informution Commissioner.— /) Subject o
the provisions of sub-section (), the State Chisf Information Commissiotter or @ Siate Information Commissioner
shall be removed from his office onty by order of the Governor on the ground of proved mishehaviour or incapacity
after the Supreme Court on & reference made to it by the Governor, has on inquiry, reported that the State Chief
Information Commissioner or a State Information Commissioner, as the case may be, ought on such ground he
Femyed.

{21 The Governor may suspend from office, and if deem necessary prohibil also from attending the otfice during
inquiry, the State Chief Informaticn Commissioner or a State In farmation Commissioner in respect of whom a
reference has been made o the Supreme Court under sub-section (1) until the Governor has passed orders on receipt
of the report of the Supreme Court on such reference.

. . 13) Nowwithstanding anything contained in sub-section {4), the Governor mey by order remove from office the
State Chief Information Commissioner or & State Information Comimissioner it a State Chief Information
Commissioner or a State Information Commissioner, gs the case may be,—

(@) is adjudged an insolvent; or

(4} has been convicted of an offence which, in the opinion of the Governor, involves moral turpitude; ot
{¢) engages during his term of office in any paid empioyment sutside e duties of his office; or |

(a‘}.is, it the opinion of the Governor, onfit 1o vontinue in office by mﬁacm of infirmity of mind or body; or

{e] has acquired such financial or other interest as is likely to effect préju:diciatly his functions as the State
. Chief Intormation Commissioner or a State information Commissioner.

{#) If the State Chief Intormation Commissioner or 2 State [nivrmatian Commissioner in any way, soncerned or
interested in any contract or agreement made by or on behalf of the Government of the State or participates in any
way in the profit thereof or in any benefit or emolements arising therefrom otherwise than as a member and in
common with the other members of an incorporated company, he shali, for the purposes of sub-section (1), be
deemed to be guilty of misbehaviour, '

CHAFPTER V
POWERS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE INFORMATION COMMISSHONS, APPEAL AND PENALTIES

18. Powers and fanctions of Information Commissions.~{ /) Subject to the provisions of this Act, it shall be the
duty of the Central Information Commission or State Information Commission, as the case may be, o receive and
inquits {nto & complaint from any person,—

fa) who has been unabie to submit a request o 4 Central Public Information Officer or State Public
Information Otficer, as the case may be, either by reason that no such officer has been appointed under this Act,
or because the Central Assistant Public fnformation Officer or State Assistant Public Informatien Officer, as the
case may be. has refused 1o accept his or her application for information ot appeal under this Act for Errwarding
the same to the Central Public Information Officer or State Public Infxrmation Officer or senior officer specified
in sub-scction (7} of section 19 or the Central Information Commission or the State Information Commission, a5
the caze may be;

{’b}.wh:;'r hids been refused aceess to any information requested under this Act:
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() who has not been given a responsc to a request for infonnation or access to information within the time
timit specified under this Act;

() wha has been required to pay an amount of fec which he or she considers unreasonable:
{e} who believes that he or she has bean given Incomﬁlete, misleading or false information under this Act; and
{f) in resprct of any other matter relating to tequesting or obtaining nccess to records under this Act.

{2) Where the Central Information Commission or State Information Commission, as the case may be, is satisfied
that there are reasonable grounds to inguire into the matter, it may initiate an inquiry in respect thereof.

{3) The Central Informalion Cotmmission or Staie Informiation Commission, as the case may be, shalf, while
iNQuiting intw any matter under this section, have the same powers as are vested in a civil caurt while trying & suit
undier the Code of Civil Pracedure, 1908 (5 of 190%), in respect of the tollowing ratters, namely:—

{a) summoning and enfarcing the auendance of persons end compel them to give oral or written evidence on
oath und to produce the documents or things;

(b} requiring the discovery snd Inspection of devuments;

{¢) receiving evidence on affidavit:

() requisiﬁnning any public record or copies thereof ffum any court or office;
{€) issuing summons for examination of witnesses ar documents; and

{7} any other matter which may be prescribed,

{#) Nowwithstanding anything inconsistent contained in any other Act of Parlinment or State Legislature, as the
case may be, the Central Information Commission or the Btate Information Commission, as the case tmay be, may,
during the inquiry of any compizint under this Act, examine any record 1o which this Act applies which is under the
control of the public authority, and no such record may be withheld from it on any grounds. .

1%, Appeal—{7} Any person who, doss not receive a decisiom within the time specified in sub-section (F) or clause
(w} of sub-scction (3} of section 7, or is agaricved by 2 decision of the Central Public Information Officer or State
Public Information Officer, as the case may be, may within thirty days from the expiry of such period or from the
receipt of such & decision prefer an appeal to such officer who is senior in rank fo the Central Public Information
Olficer or State Public Information Officer as the case may be, in each public authority:

Provided that such officer may admit the appeal after the expiry of the perod of hirty days if ke or she [s satisGed
that the: appellant was prevented by sufficient cause from Liling the appeal in time.

(2) Where an appeal is preferred against an order made by a Central Pyblic Information Ollicer or a State Public
Infarmation Officer, as the case may be, under section 11 1o disclose third party information, the appeal by the
concerned third party shall be mado withig thirty days from the date of the grder.

(41 A second appeal against the decision under sub-sectiun {£) shall lie within ninety days from the date on which
the decision should have been made or was actually received, with the Central Information Commission or the State
[nlormation Comrnission: :

Provided Lhat the Central Information Commission or the State Information Commission, as the case meay be, may
admit the appeal after the expiry of the pericd of ninety days it it is satisfied that the appellant was prevented by
sufficivnt cause from filing the sppeal in time,
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() If the decision of the Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the cage may
be. apainst which an appeal is preferred relates w information of a third party, the Central Information Commission or
State Information Commission, as the case may be, shall give o reasonable opportunity of heing heard 1o that third
party.

{5Y In any appeal proceedings, the onus to prove that a denial of a request was justified shall be on the Central
Public Information Officer or State Public Information (Hficer, as the case may he, who denied the request.

{6) An appeal under sub-seclion (1) or sub-scetion {2} shall be disposed of within thirty dayvs of the receipt of the
appeal or within such exiended period not exceeding a tota! of forty-five days from the date of filing thereof, as the
GAS¢ fmay be, for reasons o be recorded in witing,

{7} The decision of the Central Information Cormission or State Information Commission, 1s the vase may be,
shall be binding.

(8} In its decision, the Central loformation Commission ar State Informetion Commission, as the case may be, has
the power fo—

{ei) requirc the public authority to take any such steps as may be necessary to secure compliance with the
provisions of this Act, including—

(1) by providing aceess to information, if o requested, in a particuelar form;

(i} by appointing a Centrat-Public information Officer or Siate Public Informaetion Otlicer, as the case may
be;

(1if) by publishing certain infarmation or categoties of information;

(¥} by making necessary chanpes tn its practices in retation to the maintenance, management and
destruction of reccords;

{v} by enhancing the provision of training on the right o information for its oificials;

() by providing it with an annual repoet in compliance with clause (8 of sub-section (F) of section 4;
{#) require the public aulhorily to compensate the complainant for any Jass or other dﬂtrin:lam suffered;
fe) impose any of the penalties provided under this Aci;
(ef) reject the upplication.

(¥} The Central Infermation Commission or State Information Conmmission, as the cagse may be, shall give notice
of its decision, including any right of appeal, to the complainant and the public authority,

{1) The Central Information Commission or State Information Commission, as the case may be, shall decide the
appeal in accordance with such procedure as may be prezeribed.

20. Penaléies. {1 Where the Central Information Commission or the State Information Commiission, as the case
may be, al ihe time of deciding any complaint or appeal 13 of the opinion that the Central Public Irfarmation Officer
ot. the State Public Tnformation CHficer, as the case may be, has, without any reasanable cduse, refused (o recgive an

“application for information or has nat furnished information within the time specified under sub-section (1 of section
T or malalidely denied the request for information or knowingly given incorrect, incomplete or misleading
information or destroved informatien which was the subject of the request or gbstructed in angy manner in furnishing
the information, it shall impose 2 penalty of fwo hundred and fifly rupess emh day till application is received or
Information is furkished, so howaver, the total smount of such penalty shall not excee-d Iwenly-five muw_.,and rupu,:.
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Frovided that the Central Public Information OfTicer or the State Public Intormation Officer, as the case may be,
shall be given a reasonable opportunity of being heard before any penzity is imposed on him:

Provided further that the burden of proving that he scted reasonghly and diligently shal! be on the Central Public
Information Officer or the State Public Information Officer, as the case may he.

(2} Where the Central Information Commission or the State Information Commissivn, as the case may be, at the
time of deciding any complaint or appesi is of the opinion that the Cemiral Public Information Officer ar the Seate
Public Information Officer, as the case may be, bas, without eny reasonable cause and persistently, failed to regeive
an application for information or has not furnished information within the time specitied under subssection () of
section 7 or matafidely denied the request for informiation o knowingly given incorrect, incomplete or misleading
informetion or destroyed information which was the subject of the request er cbstructed in any manner in tumishing
the information. it shall recommend for disciplinary action against the Central Public Information Officer or the State
TPublic Information Cfficer, as the case may be, under the ssrvice rules applicable to kim,

CHAPTER VI
MISCELLANEOUS

21. Protection of action taken in gaod Faith.—MNo suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding shall lic against any
persom for anything which is in guod fafth done or intended to be done under this Act or emy rule made thercunder,

2% Act ta have overriding effect—The provisions of this Act shall have effect nolwithstanding anything
inconsistent therewith contained in the Official Secrets Act, 1923 {18 of 1923), and any other law for the time being
in foree or in any instrument haviag effect by virue of any law other than this Act.

23, Bar of judisdiction of courts.—%o court shall entertain any suil, application or other proceeding in respect of
any order made under this Act and no such order shall be called in question otherwise than by way of an appeal undur
this Act,

24. Act not to apply in certain arganizations - (/) Nothing contained in this Act shall apply 1o the intelligence
nd security orgunisations specified in the Second Schedule, being organizations established by thc Central
Lioverament or any information fumished by such organisations to that Government:

Provided that the information pertaining to the allegations of corruption and human rights violations shall not be
exciwded under this sub-section:

Provided further thal in the case of information sought for is in rexpect of allegations of violation of human rights,
the inlformation shall enly be provided after the approval of the Central Information Commission, and
notwithstanding anything contained in section 7, such information shall be prorvided within forty-five days [rom the
date of the receipt of request,

(2) The Central Government may, by notification in ihe Official Gzzette, amend the Schedule by including thergin
any other intetligence or seourity organisation cstablished by that Government or omitting therefrom any urganisation
already specificd therein and on the publicalion of such notification, such ureanisation shail be deemed o be included
inar, as the case may be, omilted from the Schedule.

{#) Every natificativn issued undur sub-section (21 shall be laid before each House of Parlipment.
() Nathing contained in this Act shall apply to such intelfigence and scewrity organization being arganisations
established by the State Government, as that Government may. frotn time to time, by notification in the Official

Guazette, specily;

Provided that she jnformation pertaining to the allegatinns of corruption and human rights violations shall not be
excluded under this sub-section:
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Brovided further thal in the case of information sought for is in respect ol allegations of viclation of human rights,
the information shall enly be provided after the spproval of the State Information Commission and, notwithstanding
anything contained in section 7, such information shall ba provided within {orty-five days from the datc ol the receipt
of request,

{ 5) Every notification issued under sub-section () shall be laid before the State Legislature.

15, Monitoring and reporting.-{ {} The Central Information Commission or State Information Commission, s
the case may be, shall, a8 soon a3 practicable after the end of each ysar, preparc a report on the implementation of the
provisions of this Act during that yeer and forward a copy thereaf to the appropriate Government.

{#) Fach Minisiry ot Deperiment shall, in refation to the public authorities within their jurisdiction, collect and
provide such information to the Central Information Commission or State Information Comonission, 45 the case may
be, as s required to propare the repotrt under this scetion and comply with the requirements concerning the fumishing
of that Infarmation and keeping of records for the purposes of this section.

() Lach report shall state in respect of the year to which the report relates,—
{7} the number of requests made 1o cach public authority;

(5} the number of decisions where applicants were not énfitled to access to the documents pursuant to the
requosts, the provisions of this Act under which these decisions were made and the number of times such
provisions wete invoked: :

fe) the number of appeals referred to the Central Inlormation Commission or State [nformation Commission.
as the case may be, for revicw, the natore of the appeals and the puteome of the appeals:

{ef) patticulars of any disciplinaty action taken against any officer in respect of the administration of thiz Act;
() the amount of charges eotlected by each public authority under this Acw

{f) any facts which indicate an cfforl by the public authoritics to administer and implement the spirit and
intention of this Act;

(g} recommendations for reform, including recommendations in respect of the particular public authorities, for
the development. improvement, modernisation, reform or amendment to this Act or other legislation or commun
law or any ather matter relevant for operationalising the right 1o aceess information.

{#} The Ceniral Government or the State Goverament, as Lhe case may be, may, as so0n 25 practicable afier the
end of each vear, cause & copy of Lhe report of the Central Information Commission or the State Iniurtmation
Commission, as the case may be, referred Lo in sub-section { £y Lo be laid before each House of Parliament or, as the
case may be, before ¢ach Llouse of the Slate Legislatare, where there are twa Houzes, and where there i one House
of the Statc Lepislature befere that House,

{5} it it appears to the Cenlral Information Commission or $tate Information Commission, as the case may be, that
the practice of 2 public authority in relation to the exsteise of its functions under this Act docs nul conform with the
provisions or spirdt of this Act, it may give to the suthority a recommendation specifying the steps which ought in its
opinion to be taken for promoting such conformity.

26. Apprepriate Government to prepare programmes.—( /) The appropriate Governmient may. to the extent of
availability of financial and other resources.—

{a} devclop and organise aducational programmes to advance the understanding of Lthe public, In particular of
disadvantaged communities as to how Lo exercise the rights contemplated under this Axt;

() emenurage public suthorities 1o participate in the development and orzanisation of progrunmes referred o
in cluuse (o1 and to unaertake such programmyes themselves;
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{) promote timely and effective dissemination of accurple information by public authorities about their
activities; and

foft tmin Central Public Information Officers or State Public [nformation Olficers, as the case may be, of
public uuthorities and produce relevant traintng muaterials for wse by the public authorities themsclves.

{2} The wppropriate Government shall, within gightoen months from the commencement of this Act, compile in its
olficial languaze a puide cantaining such information. in an easily comprehensible form and manner, asx may
reasanghly be required by a persen who wishes o exercise any right specificd in this Act.

(3} The appropriste Covernment shﬂ!. il necessary, update and publish the guidelines referred to in sub-section
{2} ul regular intervals which shabl, in particulsr and without prejudice te the pererality ol sub-section (2, include—

{a) the ohjects of this Act:
{4} the postal and street address, the phone and fax number and, if avajlable. electronic mail address of the
Centtal Public Inlormation Officer or State Puhblic Information CHTicer, as the case muy be, af every public

aunthority appointed under sub-sactiog (Mot section 3;

(¢} the manner and the form in which request lor access to an intormatien shall be made 1o 2 Central Public
Information Officer or Srate Public Information Cficer, as the case may be;

td) the assistance available from and the dutics of the Central Public Information Ollicer or Stale Pubkic
[nferrimation Oflieer, as the cuse may be, of a public authority under this Act:

(¢} the ausistance availabte lrom the Central Intormation Commission or State [nformation Commission, as the
Cist may be;

{Fr al! remedies in law available regarding an act or failure to act in respect of o right or duty conferred or
imposed by this Act including the munner of tiling ar appeal to the Commission;

(g} the provisiens providing for the voluntary disclosure of categories of records in accordance with section 4:
{#) the notices regarding lees to be puid in refation to requests for access to an information; and

{41 uny additional regutations or circulars made or issued in relation to vbtaining aveess to an information in
apeordance with this Ael . '

44} Ihe appropriale Government must, if necessary, update and publish the guidelines at regular intetvals.

27. Power to make retes by appropriate Government —~{ [} The appropriate Government rnu;;'. by notiticurion in
the {Mitcial Guzctte, make rules to carTy ¢t the provisions of this Act.

{2} ln particular, and without prejudice io the generality of the foregoing power, such rules may pravide for all or
any of the following matters, namely:— :

{ir the cost of the medium or print coat price of the materials to be disseminated under sub-section () of
section 4;

(&) the fee payable under sub-section { f3 of section 6;
(<) the fee payable under sub-sections (/) and (5 of sectlon 7

[efy the salaries and allowances pavable to and the terms and conditivns of service of the officers and other
emplivees under sub-section {6} of section 13 and sub-zection (6) of section 16:
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{2} the procedure t be adopted by the Central information Commission or Stale Information Commissicn, as
the case may be, in deciding the appeals under sub-section {783 of section 19; and

f} any other matler which is required to be, or may be, preseribed.

Z8. Puwer te make rules by competent putherity. (7} The competent authorily may, by notification in the
CHficial Gawetic, make rules to carty oul the provisions of this Act

(2} In particular. and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, such rules may provide for all or
any of the following matiers, narmely —

{} the vost of the medium or print cost price of the materials to be disseminated under spb-section {4} of
sectian 4, .

(ii} the fee payehle under sub-section { £ of section 6
_ ({1 the fee payshle under sub-section { 1) of section 7; and
{#¥) any other matter which is required to be, or may be, prescribed,

29. Laying of rules.~{ /) Every rute made by the Central CGiovernment under this Act shall be laid, as soon as may
be after it is made, before each House of Parfiament, while it is in session, for a total period of thirty deys which may
be comprised in one session or in two or mote successive sessions. and if. before the expiry of the session
immediately following the session or the succussive sessions aforcsaid, both |louses agree in making any
modification in the rule or both Houses agree that the rule should not be made, the rule shall thercafter have effect
only in such modified form or be of po effect, as the case may be; so, however, that any such modification or
annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity of anything previously done under that rule.

{2) Every rule made under this Act by a Stale Government shall be laid, as soon as may be after it is notified.
belore the State Legislature,

M Power to remove difficulties.—(7) Tf any difficulty arises in giving effect o the pravisions of this Act, the
Central Govemment may, by order published in the Official Gazetre, make such provisions not inconsisient with the
provisions of this Act as appear to il 1o be necessary or expedient for removal of the difficulty:

Provided thal mo such order shall be made after the expiry of a period of lwo vears from the date of the
coinmencement of this Act.

{2} Every order made under this scotien shall, as soon as may be afier it is made, be |gid before each House of
Parliameni.

31. Repeal.—The Freedom of Information Act, 2002 (5 of 2003) is hereby repealed.
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THE FIRST SCHEOULE

[See sections 13 (3) and 16(3)]

FORM OF OATE OR AFFIRMATICON [0 BE MADE BY THE CHLEF INFORMATION COMMISSIONERIHE INFORMATION
COMMISSION CR/THE STATE CHIEF INFORMATION COMMISSIONERTHL STATE INEORMATION COMMISEIOHER .

BL, cversreecesmesnanssy VI been appointed Chicf Information Commissioner/Information Commissioner/State Chicl
Information Commissioner/Stute Infarmalion Commissioner swear ip the name of God that | will bear true faith and
golemnly atfirm
allegiance to the Constitution of India as by law established, that I will uphold the sovereignty and integrity of ndia,
that 1 will duky and faithfully and to the best of my ability, lmowledge and judgment perlorm the duties of my office
without fear or favour, effection or ill-wiil and that I will uphold the Constitution and the laws.™.
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THI: SECOND SCHEDLUL

{5ee section 24)

INTELLIGENCE AND SFECURITY ORGANISATION FSTABLISHED BY T1lE CENTRAL GOVERMMENT
l. Incelligence Buremy,
2. Rescarch and Analysis Wing uf the Cabinet Secretarial,
3. Direclorate of Revenue Intelligence.
4. Central Economic [ntelligence Bureau.
5, Ditectorate of Enforcerment.
& Marcutics Conlool Bureay,

7. Avtalion Research Centre.

o0

. Special Prontier Foree,

9, Border Securily Force.

16k Central Reserve Police Foree,

1. Indu—Tibe_rtan Lorder Police.

12. Central ndustrial Security Farce,

13. National Securily Guoards,

[4. Assam Rifles.

115, Sashtra Scema Hal.!

6. Ypevial Branch (CTD), Andumaan and Nigobar,

17. The Crime Branch-C.I.D.-CB, Dadra and Magar Haveli,

18, Epecial Branch. Takshadweep Policy.

19, Special Protection Group, ) ) '
20. Dwtence Research and Developunent Board.
21 Horder Road Development Buoard. w

22. Financial Inicltigence Unit, Indig. |

I. Bubs, by Noificalion Ma (151 147, doed 38 52005,
2. Ine Fry ehit e 1 28-9-20005)
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